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Our magazine, Chebacco, is named for a type of boat built 
in the eighteenth century in Gloucester, Massachusetts 
and nearby towns. In 1762, Abraham Somes, his wife, and 
four young daughters sailed in a Chebacco boat to make 
their home in a place the Wabanaki called Pesamkuk and 
Euro-American settlers called Mount Desert Island.

We invite you to voyage through the histories of Mount 
Desert Island in this contemporary Chebacco. 

Published annually by the Mount Desert Island Historical Society 
Mount Desert, Maine



The mission of the Mount Desert Island Historical 
Society is to foster meaningful engagement with the 
histories of Mount Desert Island. 

Visit www.mdihistory.org to: 
 · Become a member 
 · Check our calendar of events 
 · Find resources and links on the 

histories of Mount Desert Island 

For more information, please contact: 
Tim Garrity 
Historian
PO Box 653 
Mount Desert, Maine 04660
tim.garrity@mdihistory.org 
(207) 276-9323 

The Mount Desert Island Historical Society is a 
nonprofit, 501(c)(3) 
tax-exempt organization. All donations are tax-
deductible to the amount allowed by law.

The cover image by Jennifer Steen Booher is a 
photograph of moonrise over Hulls Cove. Prior 
to 1820, the cove was the site of Wabanaki 
encampments, the beginning of a canoe portage 
route across the island, a watering stop for 
European explorers, a shipyard, a sawmill, 
and one end of the cross-island road.

Chebacco silhouette adapted from a photograph by 
Len Burgess for the Essex Shipbuilding Museum.
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In this issue of Chebacco, we explore the bicentennial of Maine's statehood. To mark the 
1920 centennial, Congress approved this commemorative coin. Anthony de Francisci, Maine 
Centennial Half Dollar (1820–1920), 1920, struck silver, Smithsonian American Art Museum, 
Gift of Mrs. Anthony de Francisci, 1966.51.79
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