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..,.. ...,. a 1-11 .,..... r " ' 11 .. they c-u-ned me to goal ; wbcu: I wu coo lined ti lt brough< before 
er died when l WU about Ill: ye:t.n old. I wu put to one Thomu the Supreme Judic:UJ Cnurt. I h1d a fain.nd imputi21 trhl by ibc 
Bryaor, of Chtb,,d o--lived with him aboot cwo )' Ors; and WU C ourt 1cd ]'u-y ; but GOO Jeno•.!. :ind I know, 1bn,, Krn t p2rt 
very crudly treucd by him. My mother took me away from him, of wbJt the witndfes tcfii6cd 2gi.intt me wu hlfc- by a-a.as 
and bouod me to one ()aeon John Sawyu, in Cipc Aon, who wu ~ where.of I i:oufi now Joofc my lilc. Yt"<, u " dring m:an. 1 bo.ni-
a vtty kind and good m1fi<r. and with whom l liY<d until I wu ly lorgi v.c. them : and beg of ;a mncirul C .-xt to gh't' them uue 
fourteen yo n old. l 1hco went home to my mothn. :md '\\'ent repcounce for tbiJ JOd J.11 t hd r othtt iniquities. 
out 10 IJ.bou r umil my twcnde1h yar. 1 hen my mother died; ./!Jeer beiog coo\·iltcd, aod hr.ring r«ciH .d my fen1cncc. J W2' 
<ind I went and im proved the farm my fath(( kf t roe b7 hU Ian retoandttf t~ goal, oiod put .in ironi. In oilxru t fr\·cn day., a fter, I 
" 'ill. I rem1incd in that lituic ion :about thrc.'.C reir,, and then mu- got off my tron! ; :ind b;n·ing bcforeh:and prep:iud mtfe' f. m.adc 
1icd. I wu very ualoot in my purfuit aha the world, :tnd I•· a hole chrc ugh the hc:1rth and timber under it , which I kt-pt cover-

1
b<011u0r<d, ~ewc.t.~g01y1 1_ 1v",·,'gd-. 0uodghptr0(~pc"",,d' '.',!.''u'".odf..!!~~-,··'g"sd, ,&_:>dt ed in t he d;ay time. :\bcut midnigh c. ca the 16ch daf. c,l July, 

6 ........ 1 (: 11 . / .. ... """"" .. --we:it t hrough the bofe I bJd oudc, crC'pt 1\ong under the goa.I 
my c{dc cneru!cd very f:l!t-A b"1ut nine )'ClU1 :ago I mo"·ed dug und« the 611 u nbckno"''n to 'jY pct fun, e:1t:rpc my little So~ 
into C,(acbilto..: and kept ;t. t.J~ t\vo y c.m. 'then 1 confbble ( "'•ho wa.s in ~he c ol.I with rm:) Jn :JJde fl\)' cfc.apc rral"'dtcd 
nme f~m C:ipe An n, • ·id>. I'° lor my poll ind perfbu'11 rfb cc, ,1rinu4y :it po(litlc ~ ntiJ l :;arrived 0\10 houfr=kcpc:fo m; 
which ( rcfufed to p1y, havinA the farue yc.ar pa)'cd 1 tu on my b.iro_one night ::acd t!:: 11.c.J:t d:iy ; . ~ t cvroing ('.)Ole my ~t. 
J>')ll and pc:rfon:&I cfbie in Cbeb:&Clo . 1 he fa id con fhb!c took a ;anti m t., . .., d ays and n1ght1 got t11 p~ffamrqu1d y. T bffl tO\.' k 
p::ai r of o xen from me and uoju lt ly fold them :it Vcnduc; which pAffl e to St. An dre 11.•s, :and wer.1 by the name ot Gilbu t; where 
m:ide fo unc:Uy thll I waf almotl crazy , :ind determined to /c:a.,.e I u rned 1baut J fortnight. ·1 heu uoem in the p1d:.et to !: t- J~bn's, 
th it p:art of thecouDtry. l 1dvcr t i(cd my lmdt for (ale, 2nd di(. :md v:avclted b :i.ck. in th: cou:my until 1 ume co C rand p4fJJg_e. 
pofcd of the grater p:i.rt o( them. "I hc:n took 1 f1mll (choo1H r, . Being (c:nfiblc in my own mind thl.! • llt."'cr w~ in mr hn1 t guil-
:ind put <m bo;ard Com e !loret, and u much ot my hnu!Jtold goods ty o: the murder chus;cd upon me, :11\i l t J luving ddivc.rc:d me 
:ioJ l could cUTy-toolc mi two foos :ind tw.:>d".l;ughtcrs wirh me, from the goJ!, 1 ftil! hop<d t h21 t hl" "" d protect Jnd prefel\'C: 
:ind f:a..i led 1loiig the: E:iRcrn Coa.U, until \\ 'C ".l;rrived :it Mount De- me; uu.J the country being \'Ct )' po • ind I !m ing fo grcu 11. 

fert; where I had never been before. 1 found a frnoill lurbour, concern ibout my poor )'Oung child1 .-.. I w.u detrnnined to re-

:~~edh~~(~J~n m!~~~c:h:e~d :e:~1 !~n1~~:~ ~~l~h1e~~~~'~:~ ~ ~~~t~·:mJe~d ~;.c~ett ~~ ~:;: ;/'~~~·u·~t~0l~~tt,r ,:~;~h:·~c pn~rt;; 
brought my wire, :rnd t he rcm:i.indcr of my goods ; where t li\·ed ' from my houfe. I 3ot home in the nigh:, and t:m icd there .ibouc 

:;~ !:~~~~~xt~:Sr!,1'!c~1~:g1~~~dw;:e~:n1~ 01~~ <:~:tb~. ge~t~~~ f ~~:O~~kwh!~r~uf;;;~:~:~'h i~Y~~, :r;::s2 ~~dr~:~ti~,i~1 !." ~~ 
Juve this for my comfor t, t h:at I never knowi agly <:hc.lted or de- I tut I "'en tu red to my houfe; :i.od 1hc f:ud jrntcs l\ic.b1rdfoo C) m.: 
fr:iudcd any pcrfon ; but :always cnc.lc:&,·ourc:d punClu:illy to lulfir t!1cre lnd thfco,·crcd me. 1 went :iwJy from mr houfe 'llx>u1 fun . 
my promiro. :a nd pay my juil. ddm-:ihhough I ur:as t1c.ucd iu :i ' (ct, 1111.! w;u di(covc:rcJ by i gill in thr woods.. I then went on 
verf dilferent m 21n ocr, 2nd ufed ill by ot hen. !>ou d nf oi fnnll fi(hing lchooner bclu ngi ug to my fo n iu law M .. ti. 

On the: unh appr twenty fi:uh d ay of Od bc:r , 1 789 , I ro!c e:ir. 
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eheficr. He c.ime on txi:ird th.it uij\ht .i nd lound me there. ( 
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went ou t J (r!hing wirh him :a bout 1. week, ;rnd t hen J fi l\m1 :a1 nfe, 

h w 11 IX" whid1 o 'iged m to make :i lurb'o\.lr in l..ung !!lrnd ; v. he1e I wu 
nude Come drink with witer~ rum and moilOCJ, :and d n nk once c:akc:11 by nine<ec:n 2rmed mrn, wh l robbed me ol fix doll:au l nd 
or twice. I fdt diz:ty i n my hc.1d, :and 2 good dn l difordc1c:d in :in hJ/f 111 e:i(h, o ne (,!k h1ndk t rchicf , :i p~ i r of lt t>Ck ings fond ry 
my mind- wen t out :a nd tuvd led about mr 6c:ld f_o r fi_.i mc ti111c . ; • 6fh ing get n , :ind tn)' gun :and b.iyonet. I WJ\ Lht'n ruritd to 

i~~:~~:~~e;t~0t~hk ~~t~ ~~e~11~r!1*ic~~ei;~1~11~~:. wi!~l t·~~~P, ~~:k·~:dl'~~~2~;~:~1~a:\.J:~~;r;tl~1:.1;':~:U~~·;~~ i~~; "u~~;;ufi,~! 
~~~nt:;'~d~;;. ~~~ c-0~~1\~~,J ; n~ h{c:~ ~:~~1:u~~i·~~· J .. ; f; :: 

1 ri~0~~" bcl"ort ·• ;c.,\'C' t' -world. ~b ng m1n, :l .1 r.1:em. -
bJckwuds on 1hc 8 )Or wn nr 1hree t imes . • T hen J1me) Kich:a:':I - ly declare i:1 the 1c: (cnce o t th;a.t G .-d -• ~ wliom · mu!! for n 
fon, jun. ~me in :a.nd dd'ired her to bc ')llirt, but fhe fiill a!mfed lppe.ii, 'f hat t he nuny fc rnd.tli1us rc:p 1tt ' which hi,·c ll ld )' lxt n 
·me. J then ll.impcd on the fl oor , :ind fa1,l 11evcr w.s a nun fo ill propig1tcd lnd fprcJ~ :i.b1 0.id in tht' u.•01 d Jb.1ut me, 7 t ar I b.iJ 
u fed...!..lc{t thehou fc:, Jnd went directly lll\tn{'. I tarried but :i _fami y1au c~11bta1 1,111!ty ,/ 1'1:4• drr an lrrn1:1ct lu • tJ rtru 1111 t: 111 n , 
fhort rime. went ;ag1io into my fi eld , J. l\d I ron~ chcuce fa w che un. 1 re ::all hlfc ',l;l\d with uut the lnil fo11n r1 u i .. 11 of l •UI h. I delire fu 
fo 11 un1re F.li:ab Linteficl d G ott , Jnd one D1111cl Tur, croffing 1he hid; C od . wl:o !us gi •·en me fo mu t h 1.f h i ~ 1d l ii 111 ~s: .lt1"l e . .ind 

• river in a canoe. I ulled to G ou, :i nd he c:amc to th e fhn rc. I kept me tr{'m commi1i11J: Lh k . 11 r :my Cuc h \l ~e lic1u•1U) CJ 1m oi 

UlOk hold of him, :atkcd him tu go to Manchc fier'~ . :and 1old him u 1 lu \•c bccn m:alici.,u:t .. :a 11 J IJ.llc! y ch1 '!{eJ .... 1t h. Althou;:h L 
that James Rich ".l; rdfoh w is there. He fodJcn ly twitched frnm me Jch; nnwiedge wid1 grid th.1.t I hl \'c been tuu much u .J.::en t.:p rn ;i 

:ind fe il over the ot her fide o( t he c:inoc into the witrr. He got pcrfuit uf 11;ett in g 1he world ; :and thereby tou mgl1gent in the 
u p im medi1ttly, an d wen t .. itb me to M 21 nchcficr 's houfr. Wtilc greu conce rns ol in)' h..ul :ir.d .i futu re fia ce. . 
J w.as fl1 nding on one fi de of the d oor, :and Gou on the other, But :as to 1he murder uf the p<• r )'<'lung mln, w hich I h1\•c been 
J:imes Richudfoo ome out of the hnu(c, fd:ed me by the t lu cn t, eh:aq:ttd with, 21 nd for which I mufl. foo n du:: , I . fu ~e ml)· Jcdue bc-
fh IYcd me 2g i inA 1 ft ncc, :ind kept fmiting me in l~ C' face. T hen fore Cod :and this :audience, th:1t I never h1d it in my hc.oitt to 
-Goct fc-i:i:ed me by the h air a 11d by the aofe, while R1ch:.rdfon bent t ake Jway his li fe, or 1hc li le of :my m hc-r pe1 fo n ; c:x.cept It w u 
my ntck. over the fen ce, and 'limo!\ fir.rnglcd_ me. Ma n.c hdi er in defence of my own . And ".1; lthough tt&e g rnc Jnd !1oly Gut.I , 
c:allc:d oa them for Goe.l ' s like not to couu.u i1 mufder. R ichard. who c::annot do oth crwife thrn 1igbt, h:u fo ordered ihms' th:&t I 
foo then left flff bcn ing me, :and they all went off'. I vnt ldt vtr7 rnuR be cut o[f from die /Jud o( che livmg . ye~ l c.Jn. fatcly 2 PP~:i.l 
bloody, my hce bruifc.d , :an • my lips (o broktn that I could b:n~ly 111 him, wd my own confcic11ce. tint I ne ... cr did wH! msly Jttd wiJ· 
fpnk. Puttin g my hJnd d own to n i(c m)·fclr u p, .1 to1.md 11 flick lingly , t:i. ke :a.v.o::i y the hfe ol 111:1.c poor .,·uuog mao. . 
thll 1:.1y by the teoce ; :and fecin6 G ott run :iwiy. ~ng 1.n tbe heat 1 d u now fo lemn ly ~uunn and w:n n 2U pc1 Jons co Jvoid ~u ar-
cH paffi in , I run :aic.:r him. Juft .as l o m: up with ham , he kll relt 2nd contentio oi 11.·11h my on e ; cfpccaJUy w11h foch :as \\ oufd 
down, putly on hi1 h cc.. I t hen Rmck him on ~he under Gdc of irri t.lle and n ife your p~ffion1 ; wl~ereby you may r.i!hly do th'lt 
bia thi!'.h· and !aid to him get up :i nd go along w11h me aft er th~ t which may af tcrw:irds uufe yol! bitter repcnnnce. Shun J ~d 2-
indi-.in (meaning Jame. lllchu dfon) tint i1 ru nni ng Jway. C utt void 1heir com pany , or bu e their fl :i.nden. ::and rep r o1ch~ w n h a 
then 1urMd himid f ovcr,2nf1 I thought he wJS riti~g up . . I ~ruck " ch1ifii1n tem~r. knowing th:a t :ijun. :inc! rig hteous G~ w~ll furcl y 
h tin no mM"e, but l1ft bjit ' ; 2nd did not (cc him Jgun 1111 1'-•JJ punirhhim th;at Air~th upft rile, & UnJt.ly 0-:.nderc~h .hu neighbo4 r. 
n"'t d1Y, whd. oa IJ\il m~ er'• bcd.- RichJ rdfon run to;v1 .11 l'.ud 11ow i. ddi.reto rorgU·c ~ I t h ·who h1ve 10JUrcd m:, e\/eo 
bi; owii bnufe~ ~ I follow~him, k nocked :it hi' door, went i1110 I to rhe baking a..,2y of my tire. r de ~e to lc:a11e 1he.woild without . 
,bis houlc, but cou ld foe not,ii ing of him.- Mr. Sttpheu Su gt:nt l1JV ing t he lufi hired or ill will in my be.art loW01rd1 21 ny one of 
c.amc to me and ad\/i(cd mcJto go homc--faid there W CTC 1hr.:c .... my ldlow crntUra. And l do Colernnly "'>:tr~1 all pcrfoni not to 
four of t~m , aod tbJ.t I had bct1 t r not go in the 'road , tor they pnllic.:: Jny fiofu l courfcs, nor propluncly curfc ~nd ,r,,.•c:i.r, nor 
01igb' w:ay· l•y 1od kill me. J took hi• advice, wen t hom e by the blafphcme the nJnie or the gre:a t :ind holy ~od, wlm h 1.1 too much 
water'• llde, and ...-ent to bed. The not dJy I bc:ard that G on 1hr pr.itl icc in there fin lul 21 nd dcgtntr:i te t1n:i es. R c.mem~er that 
w u Mt like to live; and went iinmcdiatcl)' tO ftc. him. And rew Got'i • ·ill no t hold him guiltlef1 that 1 a k.~1h lus nJ.me Jn . nin ; but 
Tur, hit ton, and Jima IUebardfoo were all there, :t~ arm. for al l tb d e things will bring 1hem into 1udgemeot . Live pcacca .. 
td. 1 hey rclu(cd to let me come io, arid tlueattned to lull me ; b.l.e and 'luiet lives, in all Godlinda :iud hone.R y. 
but irta Come Umc I w.- admicted. P oor Gott lay on 1he bed , 1 now defire chc hum ble :ind lt rv:rn t pr:aycr of ;all now t!'<~enJ• 
aod •ppcated"' be ICnfclcli. I fit-fired Tur to go lor a' D OOor ; 11 while I :am alive ;a nd 1 lubj cll of p::a yer, t~al he would of 1~ 1n0 • and iold hlm 'bat Jal lh<iuW h1v(: aoy thing that my houlc aft'otd· 11itr mrrcy pudnn :i.nd forgive all m y n1an1fnld fin• , :ind gno~J 
ed. • d&eo •enc home· and abuut twenty "fou r hnuu altcrwardt, 1ccept of my (oul , t hr ough the mc1 its ot h» tlar. fo ll nur b! . 
6 • e llbCD cuw. cook mC: 6id ~u wu dead, tc e.uri,dme to T 1n'1 oaviour and 1\edeemcr 1 into wh o(e l1andt I commit my dcp:arcin1 .,, .... ...... o.u-· ondth•obacklD•;:i; ownhoul• . Tb<y foul. . SAMUELL HADLOCK. 
!:.1c~~~·~~~:::dt~:Jo:;::::i.:da::: ~ # At1,ft. EZ RA Tll 'I LV ll . • 
...., ,,,..... Alw wrybJg C..cnl dlJ• " u>y ""'"•· aad Aa•· P,w .. lbot .. lh• 0/11k r .s •• 790. 
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As recounted in a 1998 article in The History Journal 

of the MDI Historical Society, Samuel L. Hadlock of 

Manchester Point, Mount Desert, was tried and convicted 

for the 1790 murder of Eliab Littlefield Gott, age 22. In 

"Hadlock Executed This Day, " authors Mary H Jones, 

Alice MacDonald Long, and Ralph Hamilton Long, 

Jr. presented the extensive testimony of witnesses to the 

murder. 

In bringing to the attention of the MDI Historical Society 

this broadside telling Hadlock's version of events, Raymond 

Strout and his sons Michael and Peter have helped to 

round out the story of this infamous event. 

As is often the case, more information about an event 

provokes more questions. Wtzs Gott's death an accident 

or cold-blooded murder? Did Hadlock's neighbors, who 

were the prime witnesses against him, use Gott's murder 

as a pretext to steal his property and generally abuse him? 

In the end, was justice done? 
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The LAST W 0 RD S and DY I N G S P E E C H 

Of SAMUELL. HADLOCK, who is thi s day 
to be exec uted at Pownalborough. 

I SAM UEL HADLOC K, now in the fo rty fo urth year of my age, 
was born in Cape Ann , in the county of Essex. My fa ther di ed w hen 
I was abo ut s ix years o ld. I was put to one Tho mas Brya nt, of 
Chebacco- li ved w ith him abo ut two years ; and was very c rue ll y 
treated by him . My mothe r took me away fro m him , and bo und me 
to one Deacon Jo hn Sawyer, in Cape Ann , who was a very kind and 
good maste r, and with whom I li ved until I was fo urteen years o ld . 
I the n we nt ho me to my mo ther, and went o ut to labour unti I my 
twenti eth yea r. The n my mother di ed ; and I we nt a nd improved the 

fa rm my fa th er left me by hi s last will. [re mained in th at s itua ti o n 
about three yea rs, and then marri ed . I was very zea lous in my pur­
suit afte r the wo rld , and labo ured exceedin g ly hard- bought several 
trac ts of la nd , and got into a good way of li ving. God prospered my 
undertakings, and my estate encreased very fast.--About nine years 
ago I moved into Chebacco , and kept a tavern two yea rs. The n a 
constable came fro m Cape A nn , with a tax fo r my po ll and personal 
estate , whi ch I refu sed to pay, hav ing the same year payed a tax o n 
my po ll and persona l estate in Chebacco . The sa id constabl e too k 
a pa ir of oxen fro m me and unjustl y so ld them at Vendue ; w hich 
made so uneasy that I was a lmost crazy, and dete rmin ed to leave th at 
part of th e country. I adverti sed my lands fo r sa le, and di sposed of 
the greate r part of them. T he n took a sma ll schooner, and put o n 
board some sto res, and as much of my ho useho ld goods as I could 
carry- took my two sons and two daughte rs with me, and sa il ed 
a lo ng the Easte rn Coast, un til we arri ved at Mount Desert ; whe re I 
had never been before. J fo und a small ha rbour, li ved on board my 
vesse l, and worked on shore , until I built me a log ho use. ln abo ut 
three weeks I went back to C hebacco, and brought my wife, and the 
remainder of my goods; whe re I lived and laboured exceeding hard, 
and was too much set upon getting the world , and too much neg lected 
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preparing fo r another. But I have thi s for my comfo rt, that I never 
knowingly cheated or defrauded any person ; but always endeavoured 
punctua ll y to fulfil my promi ses , and pay my just debts-although l 
was treated in a very different manner, and used ill by others. 

On the unhappy twenty sixth day of October, 1789, 1 rose early in 
the mornin g, went out to work as usual for about two or three hours, 
and then went into the ho use . Being very thirsty I made some drink 
with wate r, rum and molasses, and drank o nce or twice. I felt di zzy 
in my head , and good deal di sordered in my mind- went out and 
trave ll ed about my field for sometime; and going near to the house 
of Jo hn Manchester, hi s wife began to abuse me, and talked in a very 
provoking manne r. Her husband desired her to ho ld her to ngue ; 
but she kept on till II was so] provoked with her, that I took ho ld of 
her, and pulled her down backwards on the fl oor two o r three times. 
Then James Richardson, jun . came is and desired her to be quiet, but 
she still abused me. r then stamped o n the fl oor, and sa id never was 
a man so ill used- left the house, and went directly home. I tarried 
but a sho rt time, went aga in into my field , and from thence saw the 
unfo rtun ate Eli ab Littlefield Gott, and o ne Dani e l Tarr, cross ing the 
ri ver in a canoe. I ca ll ed to Gott, and he came to the sho re. I took 
ho ld of him, asked him to go to Manchester's, and told him that James 

Ri chardso n was there. He suddenly twitched from me and fe ll over 
the other s ide of the canoe into the water. He got up immed iate ly, 
and went with me to Manchester's house. Whil e I was standing on 
one side of the door, and Gott on the othe r, James Richardson came 
out of the ho use, seized me by the throat, shoved me aga inst a fence , 
and kept smiting me in the face . Then Gott seized me by the hair 
and by the nose, while Richardson bent my neck over the fe nce, and 
a lmost strang led me. M anchester ca ll ed o n the m for God's sake 
not to commit murde r. Ri chardso n the n left off beatin g me, and 
they a ll went off. I was left very bloody, my face brui sed , and my 
lips so broken that 1 could hardl y speak. Putting my hand down 
to ra ise myself up, I fo und a st ic k th at lay by the fence ; and see ing 
Gott run away, be ing in the heat of pass io n, I run after him . Just as 
I came up with him , he fell down, partly on hi s face. I then struck 
him on the under s ide of hi s thi gh, and sa id to him get up and go 
along with me after that indian (meaning James Richardson) that is 
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running away. Gott then turned himself over, and I thought he was 
ri s ing up . l struck him no more, but left him ; and did not see him 
again till the next day, when on hi s mother 's bed. Richardson 
run toward hi s own house. I followed him, knocked at hi s door, 
went into hi s house, but could see nothin g of him . Mr. Ste­
phen Sargent came to me and advised me to go home- -said there 
were three or four of them, and that I had better not go in the road, 
for they might way-lay and kill me . I took hi s advi ce, went home 
by the water 's s ide, and went to bed. The next day I heard that Gott 
was not like to live ; and went immed iate ly to see him . Andrew 
Tarr, hi s son, and James Richardson were all there, and armed. They 

refu sed to let me come in , and threatened to kill me ; but afte r some 
time I was admitted. Poor Gott lay o n the bed, and appeared to be 
senseless. r des ired Tarr to go for a Doctor ; and told him th at he 
should have any thing that my house afforded. I then went ho me 
; and about twenty four ho urs afterwards , ti ve men came, took me, 
sa id Gott was dead , & carri ed me to Tarr 's house, where Gott was ; 
and then back to my own ho use. They stol e my watch, used ha lf a 
barrel of rum , kill ed one of my oxen and a fat hog- took from me 
my money, desk , notes of hand and all my papers. After ta rrying 
severa l days at my house, and hav ing plundered my substance to 
the value of about s ixty pounds, they carri ed me to goa l ; where I 
was confined till brought before the Supreme Judicial Court. I had 
a fair and impartial trial by the Court and Jury; but God knows, and 
I know, th at a great part of what the witnesses tes tifi ed again st me 
was false-by means whereof I must now loose my life. Yet, as a 
dy ing man , I heartil y forgive them ; and beg of a merciful God to 
g ive them true repentance for thi s and all the ir othe r iniquiti es. 

After being convicted, and hav ing rece ived my sentence, I was 
remanded to goa l [sic] , and put in irons. In about seven days afte r, 
I got off my irons ; and having beforehand prepared myself, made a 
ho le through the hearth and timber under it, which I kept covered in 
the day time. About midnight, on the I 61

1i day of July, went throu gh 
the hole I had made, crept a long under the goa l, dug under the s ill 
unbeknown to any person, except my little Son (who was in the goa l 
with me) and made my escape-traveled as private ly as possible until 
I arrived [at my] own house- kept in my barn one ni ght and the nex t 
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day ; [that?] evening took my boat and in two days and ni ghts got 
to Passamequady. Then took passage to St. Andrews, and went by 
the name of Gilbert ; where I tarri ed about a fo rtnight. Then went 
in the packet to St. John's, and travelled back in the country until I 
came to Grand Passage. Being sensible in my own mind that [I] 
never was in my heart guilty of the murder charged upon me, and 
God hav ing deli vered me from the goa l, l still hoped that he would 
protect and preserve me ; and the country being very poor, and I 
hav ing so great a concern about my poor young children, I was de­
termined to return home. I went on board a fi shing schooner bound 
to Portsmouth ; and was set on shore on Mount Desert, about three 
miles from my house. I got home in the night, and tarri ed there 
about one week- lodged sometimes in my barn , and sometimes in 
the woods; where I suffered much by hard rains and cold nights. At 
last l ventured to my house ; and the sa id James Richardson came 
there and discovered me. I went away from my house about sunset, 
and was discovered by a girl in the woods. I then went on board of 
a small fishing schooner belonging to my son in law Manchester. He 
came on board that ni ght and fo und me there. I went out a fishing 
with him about a week, and then a storm arose, which ob liged us 
to make a harbour in Long lsland ; where I was taken by nineteen 
armed men, who robbed me of six doll ars and an half in cash, one 
silk handkerchief, a pair of stockings, sundry fi shing geers, and my 
gun and bayonet. I was then carried to Portl and goa l, where I was 
confined about a week. Then brought back to Pownal borough, where 
I have remained in irons until thi s fated hour. 

And now before I leave the world , as [a dyingJ man, do so lemnly 
declare in the presence of that God !before] whom I must soon appear, 
That the many scandalous reports which have lately been propagated 
and spread abroad in the world about me, That I had some years ago 
been guilty of murder and many other attrocious crimes, are all false 
and without the least foundation of truth . I desire to bless Goel, who has 
given me so much of hi s restraining grace and kept me from commiting 
those, or any such like heinous crimes as I have been maliciously and 
falsely charged with . Although I acknowledge with gri ef that I have 
been too much taken up in a persuit of getting the world ; and thereby 
too neg ligent in the great concerns of my soul and a future state. 
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But as to the murder of the poor yo ung man, which I have been 
charged with , and fo r which I must soon die, r solemly dec lare before 
God and thi s audi ence, that I never had it in my heart to take away 
hi s life , or the life of any other person ; except it was in defence of 
my own. And although the great and holy God, who cannot do 
otherwise than right, has so ordered things that I must be cut off 
from the land of the living, yet I can safely appeal to him , and my 
own consc ience, that I never did wittingly and willingly, take away 
the life of that poor young man . 

I do now solemnl y cauti on and warn all persons to avo id quarrels 
and contentions with any one; espec iall y with such as would irritate 
and raise your pass ions; whereby you may rashly do that which may 
afterwards cause you bitter repentance. Shun and avo id their com­
pany, or bare their slanders and reproaches with a chri sti an temper, 
knowing that a just and righteous God will surely punish him that 
stireth up strife, & unjustl y slandereth hi s neighbour. 

And now I desire to fo rgive all those who have injured me, even 
to the taking away of my life . I desire to leave the world without 
hav ing the least hatred or illwill in my heart towards any one of my 
fe ll ow creatures. And I do so lemnl y warn all persons not to practice 
any sinful courses, nor prophanely curse and swear, nor blaspheme 
the name of the great and holy God, which is too much the practice 
in these sinful and degenerate times. Remember that God will not 
hold him guiltl ess that taketh hi s name in vain ; but fo r a ll these things 
will bring them into judgement. Live peaceable and quiet lives, in 
all Godliness and honesty. 

l now des ire the humble and fe rvant prayer of all now present, while 
I am alive and a subject of payer [sic] , that he would of hi s infinite 
mercy pardon and forg ive all my manifold sins, and grac iously accept 
of my soul , through the merits of hi s dear son our blessed Saviour 
and Redeemer, into whose hands l commit my departing soul. 

SAMUEL L. HADLOCK. 
Attest. EZRA TAYLOR 

Pownalborough, October 28, 1790 
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