
Abbe Museum - Siew- de Monts 
Establishing Dr. Abbe's Museum in Mr. Dorr's Park 

by Ronald J-l. Epp Ph.D. 

For nearl y fi fty yea r ( 188 1- 1928) the paths of two prom inent Bar 
Harbor res idents intersected repeatedl y. Dr. Robert Abbe ( 185 1-
1928) and Mr. George B. Dorr (1853 -1 944) were movi ng 
independentl y in the ame direction, aligned with other summer 
and permanent Hancock Coun ty re ident , towa rd improvi ng the 
quali ty of li fe on Moun t Desert Island (M DI). In the la t ix yea rs 
of Dr. Abbe's li fe, Dorr and Abbe woul d share the path that led to a 
glade bes ide the Springhouse at Sieur de Monts in Lafayette 
Nati onal Park. At thi s ite a museum of native American art ifacts 
was being erected that wo uld bea r Dr. Abbe' name. UnfortLmately, he 
would not witness its dedicati on nor oversee its early development. 

In 2003 the Abbe Museum celebrated its 75th anniver ary; the same 
yea r marked the I 50th ann iversary of Mr. Dorr 's b irth.1 The 
intersecti on of the interests of Dorr and Abbe, the exerc ise of their 
di stincti ve areas of experti se, and their shared va lue wou ld prove to 
be very important fo r the deve lopment of the ls land. Their 
collaborati ve effort wa a deliberate attempt to create scientific and 
cultural instruments that both pre erved the beauty and health of the 
Island as well as the remains fro m pre-Emopean settlement. A ti mely 
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assessment of their relationship will deepen our app reciation of the 
unique dynamic that shaped the genesis of Acadia National Park, the 
Mount Dese1t Island Biologica l Laboratory, and the Abbe Museum. 

Many people who are steeped in the traditions of MDI are acquainted 
with the bas ic biographica l deta il s of these two rusti cators. Robert 
Abbe was born in New York City, educated in its public schools and 
graduated from both the Co ll ege of th e City of New York and the 
Co ll ege of Phys icians and Surgeons. A friend and biographer of Dr. 
Abbe referred to "hi s exactnes of thought, hi s prec ision of action , 
hi s deftness of hand ... hi s sympathetic spirit, hi s courage and 
imag inati on which drove him into the great and vita l ca lling of a 
surgeon."2 In the last two decades of the 19th century he pioneered 
techniques at St. Luke ' Hosp ital and other metropo litan medical 
centers that yielded new procedures in cranial, spina l, and intestinal 
surgery that remain standard procedures to thi s day. During thi s 
peri od Abbe adopted Bar Harbor as hi summer retreat. Attracted to 
the non-invasive potential of newly di covered radium, in 1904 he 
visited the Paris laboratories of Pierre and Marie Curi e. After 
returning to America, Dr. Abbe introduced thi s new therapy to hi 
co ll eagues and fo r the remainder of hi s li fe experimented with it 
applications. The apl astic anemia that took hi s li fe in 1928 may have 
resulted from experimentat ion with a radioact ive substance of 
uncertain properti es. 

Like Dr. Abbe, George Bucknam Dorr 's ori gin we re cosmopolitan 
and he too traced hi s ancesto rs back to ea rl y l 7th -century Engli sh 
ori gins. Dorr 's parents were affl uent Boston Brahm in who sent 
their two sons to Harva rd Co ll ege and trave led wide ly as a fa mily 
on the Continent and to Mediterranean countri es. Shortl y after the 
death of their eldest son they journeyed to Bar Harbor and were 
suffi cientl y impressed with the area to purchase seventy acres of 
land fac ing Compas Harbor. With no strong economic incentive to 
pursue a profes ion, George Don ' in vo lvement with the Harva rd 
scholar ly community grew as its Philosophy Department, under the 
leadership of Willi am James, entered its Go lden Age. 

At the sa me time Dorr 's in vo lvement with the new Bar Harbor 
Vill age Improvement Assoc iati on (BHVIA) intensified, espec ially 
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in horticultural and tra ilblazing endeavors. Beginning in 1901 Dorr 
found hi s "profess ion" in executing the miss ion of the newly 
fo rmed Hancock County Trustees of Public Reservati ons (HCTPR), 
"an endeavor to preserve fo r public enjoyment the scenic and 
hi storic sites of Mount Desert. "J A lifelong bachelor, Dorr 's 
sustained romance was with thi s place, a decidedly non­
cos mopoLitan island in Frenchman Bay. Over fo ur decades he 
ass iduously assembled trac ts of land, negotiated the donation of thi s 
land to the people of the United States, and administered the first 
nati onal park east of the Rocky Mountains fo r twenty-eight years 
until hi s death in 1944 at 90 years of age. 

What led Dorr, Abbe and other notable rusticators to steward thi s 
small island, a place to which none were wedded by fa mily ti es or 
economic necess ity? In these times when we journey to a locale for 
recreati onal pursuits, few of us entertain the vex ing questi on so 
important to these summer res idents: how might thi s island be 
improved and protected from fo rces that would degrade it or 
segregate it from public use? 

Th e Culture of Bar Harbor 

Most of us have more than pass ing fa miliarity with the 19th century 
benchmarks of MDI development. The di covery of the natural 
splendors of the Island by the arti sts of the Hudson River School 
and the ease of movement to the Island from metropolitan areas by 
steam-powered ship and ra ilroad resulted in the post-Civil War 
di covery of the island by Bo ton, Philadelphia, and New York 
fa milies whose wea lth was large ly a product of the Industrial 
Revolution. 

We know from hotel registry li sts published in the Mount Desert 
Herald that Dr. Abbe first took rooms in the Belmont Hotel in 188 1, 
and thereafter routinely summered in Bar Harbor as the community 
rapidl y prospered. Following hi s marri age he and hi s wife Catherine 
purchased Brook End abutting Frenchman Bay bes ide Duck Brook. 

Although the documentati on of the first decade of the Abbe's 
in vo lvement in Bar Harbor culture is minimal, the evidence fo r the 
Dorr fa mily's ac ti viti es is substantial. Charl es and Mary Dorr began 
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to summer in Bar Harbor in the early l 870 's. Like the Abbes their 
li ves were rooted in the Gilded Age citi es where they could hobnob 
with prominent citizens like the ce lebrated publisher James Fields; 
hi s close fri end Charles Dickens was in vited to a Chri stmas eve 
dinner at the Dorr 's Boston res idence.4 In Bar Harbor they des igned 
a state-of-the-art cottage which was winterized fo r year round 
occupancy. Built in 1878, Old Farm and its bounti ful gardens 
became a soc ial nexus under the careful directi on of Mary Dorr, 
where family, fri ends, literary, sc ientific, and politica l notables were 
invited. Her guest book is one of the most cheri shed possess ions of 
the Bar Harbor Hi stori ca l Society Museum . It documents the 
intell ectual environment afforded young George Dorr in Bar Harbor 
although the intell ectuals in Cambridge prov ided him with a 
scholarl y envi ronment more to hi s liking. 

The earli est documented interaction between Robert Abbe and 
George Dorr occurs early in the 20th century when Catherine Abbe, 
hi s wife, contributed financially to establish the Building of th e 
Arts, Bar Harbor's first cultura l icon. As Pres ident of the Building 
of the A1is Founders Committee, George Dorr sought "to increase 
not only the love fo r music but the des ire fo r whatever is exce ll ent 
in art."s In 1905 Catherine Abbe, George W. Vanderbilt and others 
joined Dorr in purchas ing land adj acent to the Kebo Vall ey Club 
and funded the initia l architectural design of thi s new facility. 
According to the obituary in the Bar Harbor Times, both Dr. and Mrs. 
Abbe "were among the mov ing spirits whose vision and energy 
resulted in the [ 1907] completion of the Building of the Arts. "6 For 
more than thirty yea rs the Building of the Arts Assoc iates would 
offer Island res idents perfo rming arti sts of internati onal renown, due 
in no small part to Catherine Abbe's continuing in vo lvement until 
her death in 1920. 

Improving and Protecting Life 

During the first decade of the 20th century Dorr and Abbe deepened 
their form al in vo lvement in the deve lopment of the Island. George 
Dorr and hi s parents were acti ve in the local vill age improvement 
assoc iati on from its inception in 1891. The BHVlA minutes 
provide extensive documentati on of the involvement of Mary and 
George Dorr in the diverse committees that were responsi ble fo r 
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community quality of life in the absence of a centra lized town 
government structure that we now take fo r granted. 

One key BHVlA concern was public health issues which were the 
responsibili ty of the sanitation 
committee. In an era when little 
was known about bacteriology 
and di sease transmiss ion, the 
Island 's village improvement 
societi es were the so le 
investigative, corrective, and 
preventative agents to the threa ts 
posed by contaminated water, 
milk, and a host of pestilences. 
The BHVIA annual reports 
contain recurring news of efforts 
to mitigate malari a, typhoid , 
scarl et fever, tuberculosi , and 
other affl ictions. In 1907 Dr. 
Abbe founded the Sani tati on 
Committee and worked closely Dt: Robert Abbe 

with Dorr and oth er committee members to develop public hea lth 
poli cies and procedu res.1 Following hi s death in 1928, the BHVIA 
minutes would memori ali ze Dr. Abbe as "a lover of nature, a man 
of arti sti c sensiti veness, a sc ienti st, a surgeon, a gentl eman of 
di stingui shed atta inments, and a ra rely lovable fr iend."R 

In time Abbe became interested in the Hancock Coun ty Trustees of 
Public Reservations (HCTPR), an organi za ti on that grew fro m the 
vision of Harvard Uni versity Pres ident Charle W. Eliot. Formed in 
190 1 through the efforts of eight incorporators (including Eliot, 
Dorr, John S. Kennedy, and Luere Deasy of Bar Harbor), the 
Trustees became the key agent in changing resident perception about 
the importance of the unique natura l beau ti e of the l land . On 
January I, 1903 the Trustees were incorporated by the state of 
Maine "to acquire, hold and maintain and improve fo r free publi c 
use lands in Hancock County which by reason of scenic beauty, 
hi storica l interest, sanitary advantage or fo r other reasons may be 
ava il able for the purpose."9 
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In 1910 Dr. Abbe 's name first appeared on the HCTPR membership 
li st. Thi s date also signaled the first documented interaction between 
him and Dorr. Its consequence would have dramati c implications for 
the Is land. Dr. Abbe sent a letter to Dorr, who was the land 
acqui sition agent for the Trustees, identi fy ing land development on 
the shores of Eag le Lake that threatened the purity of Bar Harbor 's 
water supply. Relying as well on Seal Harbor phys ic ian William T. 
Sedgwick (whose recent monograph on public water supplies was 
regarded as authoritati ve) , Dorr used thi s latest sanita tion threat to 
mount a fo rmidable campaign in the State capita I. 10 His intent was 
to protect the public from the self serving interests of land developers. 

ln short order he secured the power of eminent domain fo r the 
Trustees from the State of M aine. With one mi ghty stroke Dorr 
revealed the po liti ca l astuteness that would grow in th e decades 
ahead. The authority embedded in the lega l concept of eminent 
domain not onl y protected Bar Harbor hea lth in the short run but 
al o enabled the Trustees to rea li ze more eas ily the ir long range 
conservation objectives fo r MDL 

The magnitude of Dorr ' achi evements as executi ve agent fo r the 
Trustees is we ll documented in correspondence between President 
E liot and John D . Rockefe ll er Jr. Dorr 's aggressive acquisition of 
protected land prompted both men to express to one another their 
concern that too many properties were acquired at the expense of 
Dorr 's persona l fortune.11 Of the 129 properti es acquired by the 
Trustees in its first 38 years, an astounding 53 properties (from 
small parcels to tracts of more than a thousand acres) were executed 
by Dorr during a brief eight year peri od between 1908 and 1915. 
Two small parce ls west of Duck Brook were deeded to the Trustees 
by Dr. Abbe in September 19 J 9; no documentat ion identifi es th e 
moti vation fo r the g ift but it is hard to be lieve that Dorr was not 
involved . 

O uts ide th e Trustee framework, Abbe alli ed himse lf w ith Dorr 's land 
acq ui siti on activiti es. Fo ll owing the death in 1914 of the famous 
Phil ade lphia physician S. Weir Mitchell--w ho summered in Bar 
Harbor--res idents di scussed at length a suitable memori al for thi s 
be loved gentl eman. Since marine biology was one of Mitchell 's 
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interests, Dorr thought that his name should be associated with a 
li ving memorial where scientific research was pursued. Once a 
suitable site was identified, be asked Abbe to draft an appea l for 
funds to purchase the old Emery Farm in Hulls Cove. Within another 
five years the Mount Desert lsland Biologica l Laboratory (MDTBL) 
would be establi shed in there due in no small part to thi alli ance.1 2 
These acti viti es clearl y show development of the skill s required for 
creation and management of 
institutional enterpri ses. 

Mapping the island 

Both Abbe and Dorr trekked 
the trail s and memorial 
paths of the Island . For more 
than three decades Dorr 
constructed footpaths and 
supervi sed trail deve lopment 
that went well beyond Bar 
Harbor. Repeatedl y 
traversing cross- island ca1Ty 
trail s established by the 
Wabenaki, pathfinders 
recognized that many routes 
provided access to inland 
ponds and mar hes utili zed Park Superintendent 

for hunting and gathering of GeOJge Buckman Dorr 

consumables. u Dorr was also attenti ve to the subtl e topographical 
variations that wou ld prove essenti al in orchestrating Trustees land 
acquisition. The complex ity of Dorr 's geographica ll y centered 
mental landscape was critical to the property demarcation issue 
invo lved in the development of Lafayette National Park as well as his 
new co llaborati on with John D. Rockefe ll er Jr. in ca rri age and motor 
road construction. 

During the peri od 1914 through 1919 Dorr was entirely foc used on 
the federa l government processes in vo lved in lega ll y transferring 
more than 5,000 acres of Trustee land to the United States. 
Although Pres ident Wil son crea ted from this donated land the Sieur 
de Mont Nationa l Monument in 1916 a fa r more complex deed 
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va lidation process was in vo lved to secure Congressional approval to 
establish Lafayette Nati onal Park in 1 9 1 9. 1 ~ lt is not unreasonable 
to suppose that Abbe's interest in mapping the Island would aid thi s 
process. A letter in the Nati onal Archi ves provides one indication of 
the scope of the relati onship between Abbe and Dorr. David H. 
Morri s, a Bar Harbor summer res ident and fri end to both Abbe and 
Dorr, wrote to Secretary of the Interior Franklin Lane in August 
19 17 regarding the renaming of Island geographica l fea tures . 
Morri s' letter cites fo ur reasons--credited to Dr. Abbe-- fo r 
renaming Dry Mountain (a lso known as Flying Squadron Mountain) 
as Dorr Mountain .i s At a time when government poli cies 
prohibited naming geographica l features after indi viduals who were 
still ali ve, Abbe's high rega rd fo r his co lleague fl ew in the face of 
conventi on. 

At the same time Abbe began creating the widely ce lebra ted 
Champlain Map of Mount Desert Island . Several of these relief 
map survive--in the Abbe Museum and the Bar Harbor Historica l 
Society Museum . First des igned in 19 l 5, success ive versions of this 
map were produced and widely di stributed over the nex t decade. 
"U nder the directi on of Mr. Dorr," the map was photographed and 
fro m pl ates attracti ve note ca rd maps were di stributed as Chri stmas 
greeting in 1925.1 6 

As both men approached their seventh decade their mapping efforts 
were curtail ed by age and fa iling hea lth . Governor Ralph Brewster 
arti cul ated the concerns of Dr. Abbe's fr iends fo r the "weariness, 
the fever, and the fret" that he endured, requiring repeated 
hospi ta li za ti on and frequent tra nsfusions. 11 Both men had reason to 
be concerned fo r each other's hea lth . Dorr who wa hospitali zed 
du ring thi s peri od fo ll owing a narrow escape fro m death when he 
wa truck by an auto in Boston. As an av id hiker and trailblazer, 
Dorr might reasonabl y fea r that hi s legs would fail him as he aged. 
In the end , it would not be hi s legs that would betray him, but hi s 
eyes. The glaucoma that had restri cted hi s reading ability since hi s 
Harvard Co ll ege years and would ultimately lead to blindness--and 
diminished capac iti e -- in the decade fo llowing Abbe's death . 
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The Vision of the Museum 

In his 1935 memorial essay, Reverend William Lawrence acknowledges 
that at 71 years of age, Abbe's "work seemed to be fini shed; hi s 
health was fa iling and inva lidism to hi s life 's end was certa in ."1 8 

However, the sight of the native Ameri can stone implements that lay 
behind F.E. Sherman's china store window on Cottage street 
revitalized Abbe and presented him with a new challenge. In The 
Beginnings of a Museum, Abbe reca lled this moment as inspi ra tion 
fo r the park museum : "When I saw these implements .. .! was fi ll ed 
with a desire to possess and study them." Abbe purchased the stone 
and after returning to New York "the idea of utiliz ing them as a 
nucleus fo r a loca l museum possessed me."19 At the 1928 museum 
dedicati on Judge Leure Deasy remarked that "hundreds of us cast a 
glance at [these stones] and passed on."20 Only Abbe grasped their 
significance and anticipated their museum applicati ons. 

The rea li zation of this vision required both loca l and nati onal 
support. Although the detail s are unknown, within two years Dorr 
would bring Secretary of the Interior Hubert Work to Brook End to 
meet Dr. Abbe.21 He viewed the arti fac ts and Abbe sketched hi s 
museum proj ect. He reca ll s that Secretary Work "was enthusiastic 
... and showed me a telegram ... convey ing a gift of $60,000 from the 
Laura Spellman Rockefeller Foundati on fo r a similar museum fo r 
the Yell owstone Park."22 The MDI arti facts were also di splayed 
loca ll y at the Jesup Memorial Library. John D. Rockefeller Jr. wrote 
to Dr Abbe that hi s "boys" will appreciate see ing them there. 2J Dorr 
continued to play a key rol e in fostering public awareness of thi s 
growing co ll ecti on of arti facts by writing to Nati onal Park Service 
Director Stephen Tyng Mather that "my old fri end, Dr. Robert Abbe 
of New York, has become deeply interested during thi s past summer, 
in the establishment of an Indian musewn in connection with the Park. "24 

At thi s juncture we should pause to inquire about the ex tent of 
Do1T1

S interest in nati ve Ameri can culture. The onl y clear evidence 
is a 1919 letter in which Dorr states hi s intent to publi sh a seri es of 
papers foc used on nati ve and European interacti ons.2s Though we 
may judge bis scholarl y interest in nati ve cultures as sli ght, hi s 
commitment to reali zing Abbe's vision was not. 
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Th e Scope of the Museum 

Although Don 's inherited wealth supported many of his 
conservation enterpri ses, Abbe required fin ancial support in order to 
rea li ze hi s museum vision. Since Abbe was inexperi enced in fund 
ra ising, he relied on others for advice. Following the signifi cant 
initial $25,000 endowment from Mrs. Walter G. Ladd , Reverend 
Lawrence offered Abbe nothing less than a hort course in fund­
rai sing in vo lving communi ty educati on, publicity, and extensive 
glad handing. 26 One important potential donor had already been 
approached; in April 1926 Abbe sent John D. Rockefell er Jr. both 
the newest relief map and a sketch of the proposed museum . Even 
though the sketch was returned, the seed had been planted and Mr. 
Rockefeller contributed $ I 0,000 in hi s name and another $5,000 as 
a memori al to Dr. Cornelius Woelfkin, a phys ician and fri end .21 

October 11th, 1926 marked an impo1tant milestone when Museum 
Pres ident Dorr signed the papers incorporating the museum within 
Lafayette Nati onal Park; curiously, Abbe's name is absent from 
these lega l documents. Correspondence between DotT and Abbe 
now center on thee tabli hment of a museum organi zati onal 
structure, committee ass ignments, and finalization of the incorporator 
li st required by the State of Maine. Over the winter months Dorr 
and Abbe planned the con tructi on of the museum although it is 
unclea r what roles each ass umed. What is clear is that Dorr sought 
to expand Abbe's fa miliarity with museum curatorship by 
introducing him to Willi am Otis Sawtell e, fo under of the lslesford 
Histori ca l MuseLm1. 

Philadelphia architect Edmund B. Gilchri st was commiss ioned to 
des ign the structure. In April 1927 Dorr writes to Abbe in New York 
City of hi s day long meetings with Gil chri t discussing site and muse­
um design as we ll as topics fro m grades of quarri ed stone to shades 
of roof til es. Dorr was clearl y pleased with the architectu ra l paral­
lels between the Sieur de Monts Springhouse and the proposed 
museum, an affinity recogni zed by landscape architect Beatri x 
Farranct .28 Architect Gilchrist wrote to Dorr that at Abbe's suggestion 
architectural invo ices would be sent to Dorr to ensure payment by 
museum treasurer, Judge Deasy. Work began on June 12, 1927 with 
granite stone fo r the structure footprint secured from a quarry 
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owned by Dorr.29 To thi s day the fo undat ion of the park museum 
rests on granite prov ided at Dorr's personal expense. 

Despite Dorr 's monumental efforts to deve lop a co nstructive 
relationship between the Island and th e federa l government, there 
were problems between the museum and the new Nati onal Park 
Service (N PS). Do!T's fa ilure to report the use of Lafayette Nati onal 
Park resources fo r museum purposes in hi s monthl y superin tendent 
reports to the NPS is highly provoca ti ve. Without hi s sil ence on thi s 
matter, museum constructi on may have been handi capped by 
governmental accountability concerns. 

The Vision Realized 

Dr. Abbe did not li ve to see hi s museum completed . Hi s death in 
M arch 1928, received worldwide news coverage. Whil e the 
obi tuari es were s imil ar, one c la im is curi ous as well as mi sleadin g. 
The New York World refers to Dr. Abbe as a " prime mover" in the 
establi shment of Lafayette Nati onal Park w hereas The New York 
Times refers to Dr. Abbe 's "ro le" in its creation. N o surviving 
doc uments support these c la ims a ltho ugh the Ba r Ha rbor Times 
announcement of Dr. Abbe's death ca nnot be eas il y di smi ssed . "A 
notabl e tri o" is the phrase used to desc ribe Eliot, Dorr, and Abbe in 
the es tabli shment of Sieur de Monts Nat ional Monument and th eir 
subsequent efforts to create Lafayette National Park; thi s c laim 
echoes an earli e r editori a l w hi ch claimed that Dorr was "close ly 
identifi ed with Dr. Abbe 's work, as Dr. A bbe was w ith Mr. Dorr 's 
fo unding of Lafayette National Park."Jo 

The A ugust 14, 1928 dedi cati on of the museum was a commemoration 
of the li fe of Dr. Abbe, a lthough it wo uld be another nine years 
before the museum fo rmall y adopted Abbe 's name. The newspaper 
report of the dedi cati on acknowledged the 72 donors who supported 
th e museum, but directed attenti on to Dorr who had " much to do 
w ith the Museum, espec ia lly since Dr. Abbe's death , carry ing out 
th e docto r 's w ishes."J1 

Co mpelling ev idence of the Dorr/Abbe relati onship is revea led in 
events after Abbe's death . The te legra m from Abbe's relati ves that 
info rmed the Bar Harbor community of hi s death .was sent to O ld 
Farm in care of Dorr, hi s fr iend fo r nearly half a century.32 When 
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the Abbe estate was settled, the largest single bequest ($50,000) 
went to May Moon in recogni tion of her 32 years of service as 
secretary and ca reg iver of Dr. Abbe. The only significant gift to 
someone who was not a relative, employee, or an organi za ti on was 
the $10,000 bequest to George B. Dorr. Sixteen years later Dorr 
reciprocated when hi s executors directed one quarter of his estate to 
the Abbe Museum . 

Evel'ything That Was Best 

Dorr continued to prov ide leadership as one of the museum directors 
fo r more than a decade fo llowing Abbe's death-even as he di stanced 
himself fro m issues of control. In 193 1 he encouraged Dr. Warren 
K. Moorehead, the leading authori ty on Maine archaeo logy, to 
continue hi s fi eldwork on behalf of the museum and to prepare a 
publication on the " Indians of Mount Desert lsland."33 

Dorr 's interest in the dynamics of museum purpose, ownership, 
contro l, and fin ancing was complex , espec iall y since the NPS was 
only beginning to develop its own museum policies . Two key issues 
affected the deve lopment of the museum . Tension ex ists when any 
pri vate non-profit corporati on is lega lly situated within a public 
organizati on. John D. Rockefell er Jr. wrote in 193 0 that it was " part 
of Dorr 's contract with me" to effect the " transfer of the Abbe 
Museum and its endowment to the Park, to be owned and operated 
by the Park . "34 As late as 1944, a Muse um board meeting was sti II 
sh·ugg ling with the issue of tra nsferring Museum owner hip to the 
NPS; fo r nearl y two decades boa rd members di sputed the recurring 
park service claim that the 2.3 acre museum property was "under 
complete [NPS] operati ve contro l".35 

The other issue involved the nature and contro l of museum educational 
acti viti es. A 1929 N PS. publication for administration of educati onal 
programs stressed that the park vi sitor should be prov ided with the 
story of the park as a whole even as specialized exhibits were still 
info rmally di scouraged.36 Jn a letter to John D. Rockefe ll er Jr. the 
fo ll owing year, Kate Ladd--who prov ided the keystone endowment 
for the museum--expressed her growing concern that nati onal 
poli cies were interfering with loca l control. 37 

These administra ti ve issues are of small consequence within the 
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context of the li fe hi stories of Abbe and Dorr. Their relationship was 
not exc lusively professional; to the contrary, their profess ional 
associations were based on a personal relationship that was deep and 
broad-- a fri endship based on shared values sustained over decades. 
They both were guided by an urge fo r permanency ev ident in the 
preservationi st moti ve behind Abbe's museum and implicit in Dorr 's 
effort to conserve on the Island its enduring beauty .3s 

The benchmarks are their own words, their sustained actions to 
conserve "everything that was best" about Mount Desert Island , and 
their co llaborati ve effort to create a museum that would continue to 
inspire future generations. 

One fin al document speaks to the impact of their fr iendship . Dr. 
Abbe was honored on hi s seventi eth birthday with hundreds of 
birthday wishes. Express ions of affection were written by fri ends 
and profess ional co ll eagues; they had been gathered in two hand­
some vo lumes and preserved in the Abbe Archi ves. Dorr's note is 
deserving of spec ial mention because it employs uncharacteri sti c 
reli gious imagery to convey an implicit message of enduring 
affecti on. Dorr states that he fee ls honored to count himself "among 
your fri ends. It is a credenti al that I shall present to St. Peter at the 
Heavenl y Gate; and St. Peter will open wide! But should I get there 
first I shall not fee l that it is all they ' ve cracked it up to be until you 
come!"39 

As we know, Dr. Abbe wo uld predecease Mr. Dorr by sixteen years. 
We do not know whether Dorr 's "credential" was sufficient to "open 
wide" the Heavenly Gate. We do know with certainty that the 
Ea rthl y Gate into Acadia was opened wide to all because of their 
coll aborati ve efforts. 
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