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In 1965, at the age of seventy-seven, Clarence Cook Little was introduced 
to a group of Mount Desert Island res idents by Mrs. A mory Thorndike. 1 He 
was introduced as an overseer of H arvard College, the recipient of ten honorary 
degrees, the Scientific Director of the Tobacco Research Institute , seni or 
warden of St. Saviour's Episcopal Church, one of Bar Harbor's leading c itizens, 
and a man of the Re naissance. C uriously mi ss ing from the introduction was 
any reference to Little's history as an educational reforme r o r his fo unding of 
The Jackson Laboratory. To fully understand why and how the laboratory 
became estab lished in Bar Harbor it is necessary to fo llow the li fe of this 
chari smatic sc ienti st, a man of many talents who took advantage of both the 
challenges and handshakes that came his way. A lmost by default, Little c reated 
one of the country 's most important sc ientific research laboratori es. 

The Journey 

C lare nce Cook Little was bo rn in 1888, the third son of a well -establi shed 
Boston fa mil y who li ved in the rural luxury of Brookline, M as achusetts. Hi s 
fa ther was what can onl y be c haracte ri zed as a "gentleman naturali st," 
interested in outdoor activities , sports, and animals, a respected dog breeder 
and show judge. C larence was g iven his first pa ir of pedigreed pigeon when 
he was three years o ld , and by the age of seven he had trained and show n hi s 
prized birds at loca l fairs. 2 Throughout hi s teenage years at home and at Noble 
and Greenough School, young C larence kept menageries of guinea pigs, mice, 
pigeons, rabb its, and dogs. When he matriculated at Harvard , he enro lled in 
biology, and by luck had a professor who supported the new ly redi scovered 
principles on the inheritance of physical characteristics.3 

By his sophomore year, Little was attracted to William Castle ' studies on 
coat colors of rabbits, guinea pigs, and rats. Castle, chairman of the Department 
of Bio logy, gave him the cho ice of working with rabbits or mice.4 Little 
fo rtuitously chose mi ce, and within a yea r published hi s first papers, "The 
Peculiar Inheritance of Pink Eyes Among Colored Mice" and "On a Modified 
Mendelian Ratio Among Yell ow Mice." 

"Pete" Little, as he was known at school and throughout hi s life by hi s 
co llege friends, was a charming and chari smatic student leader. He excelled 
in sports, was capta in of the track team , a favo rite of the dean, and though hi s 
grades were by no means spectacular, an honorary member of Phi Beta Kappa. 
Newly appointed H arvard University Pres ide nt Abbott Lowell set about to 
re invigorate the traditional unde rgraduate programs, a nd Pete Little was 
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initially chosen as his student advisor. Under Lowell 's tutelage Little became a 
student of educati onal theory, advancing in admini strative positions, and 
devoting as much time to this new interest as to his colonies of mice. Despite 
the diversion of becoming an assistant dean at Harvard, hi s scientific work 
continued with graduate studies under E. E. Tyzzer at the Harvard Medical 
School, and he taught a class in experimental biology with this introduction: 

The study of ljfe has changed largely fro m a science of observation 
to a science of experimentation. Only recentl y have the facts derived 
from thi s experimental work reached a suffic ient volume to enable a 
study of their inter-relationships to furnish us with a new foundation 
for the training of biologists and of the medical profession. This course 
attempts to provide a part of such a fo undation for present or future 
teachers of biology, psycho logy or membe rs of the med ica l 
profession. 5 

He passed his Doctor of Science exams in 19 14, having at first failed because 
of an inadequately drawn digestive system of a c lam.6 Thi s same year he 
publi shed "A Possible M endeli an Explanati on fo r a Type of Inheritance 
Apparently Non-Mendelian in Nature," and two years later he published the 
seminal paper," The Relation of Heredity to Cancer in Man and Animals." He 
continued his administrati ve positions at Harvard7 as well as his work as a 
research ass istant with Tyzzer's Cancer Commission at Harvard Medical School, 
publishing fo ur more papers on cancer and heredity. The work with Tyzzer was 
illuminating. It was here that the initi al cancer transplantati on studies began, 
work that, at Little 's suggestion, would later be taken up by George Snell at 
The Jackson Laboratory and fo r which Snell would rece ive a Nobel Prize. 

In 1917, after ensuring that his mouse breeding stocks were well taken care 
of at the medical school, he enl isted in the U.S. Army and was ass igned to the 
Signal Corps admini strative offices in Washington, D .C. The exact nature of 
his work for the War Department, Office of the Director of Military Aeronautics 
is not known, but in a reply to a request to help edit a scientific journal, he 
wrote, " [F]or the duration of the war and for as long afterwards, as it takes to 
get disentangled, I am out of science." 8 

At the end of the war, in a letter to the director of Harvard Medical School he 
wrote: 

I have had a talk with Charles B. ("Whiskers") Davenport, Director 
of the Carnegie Research Station at Cold Spring Harbor, who is keen 
to have me go down there ... . H owever, 1 should infi nitely rather 
work at the Medical School than tow my whole fa mily to such an 
ungodl y place as Cold Spring Harbor.9 
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Five months later he wrote to Dr. Tyzzer: 

I have decided to accept the offer of the position at Cold Spring 
Harbor. ... I hope that some time in the future, when the realization 
of the value of genetics is a little clearer, I may be able to be in the 
same institution with you again. 10 

Retiring from the Army as a major in 1918, Little accepted a research position 
at the new Station for Experimental Evolution established by the Carnegie 
Institution of Washington, D.C. at Cold Spring Harbor on Long Island, New 
York. The director was Dr. Charles B. Davenp011, a leader in the study of genetics 
and the emerging interest in eugenics. Students who came to the Cold Spring 
Harbor laboratories gravitated to the personable Dr. Little, fulfilling his dual 
interests of scientific research and educational mentoring. He became a director 
of Margaret Sanger's newly formed American Birth Control League. He also 
began to write articles for the Harvard Bulletin concerning mental and physical 
fitness as prerequi sites for higher education, using hi s Army "boot camp" 
experiences in social control as a model for a theoretical " new student body." 

The great democratizing effect of living, sleeping and eati ng together 
as parts of the same social circle has been recognized .. .. The adoption 
of these princi ples, so essential to a military regime, in the life and 
thought of a University should mean an advance.11 

The University Years 

In 1922, the Harvard Bulletin published a seven-page essay in which Little 
outlined several reforms for restricting the numbers and strengthening the quality 
of college student populations. He advocated selectivity without regard to race 
or creed, and the evaluation of prospective students according to how they best 
used their inherent qualities. 12 The essay caught the attention of the Board of 
Trustees of the University of Maine. Invited to Orono to give a speech, Little 
was offered the position of president of the university. Hi s only conditions 
were that a special fund of $5000 per annum be set aside toward hi s genetic 
research projects, and he expected to teach as well as administrate. The Kennebec 
Journal reported on hi s inauguration speech : 

Dr. Little appeared but with a seriousness of express ion that bespoke 
power and great dynamic force, of a mind trained to think forcefully 
and logically, and words came from hi s lips cri sp and clean cut and 
carrying conviction .13 

In his first annual report to the University of Maine Board of Trustees, the 
new "Prexy" 14 Little spelled out his plans, introducing himself with this anecdote: 
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When Mussolini took over the duties of the premiership of Italy, he 
was asked what would be bis first step as head of the government. 
His reply was, "Discipline-discipline for everyone, that is a good 
beginni ng." Later, on being asked further concernjng his policy, he 
remarked of his country, "One must develop fro m within. Nothing 
can be of use in Italy today that is not aggressively constructi ve." 
Although it is a far cry from Ita ly to the Uni versity of Maine, it is 
surpri sing with what force these ph rases grasp what l be li eve to be 
the essenti a ls of necessary reco nstru c ti o n of th e A me ri ca n 
undergraduate life today. 15 

He called fo r the formation of a men's student government, a women's athletics 
program, mandatory phys ical education fo r all students, new dormitories for 
women, the appointment of a dean of women, establishment of Freshman Week 
fo r entering students, personal inte rviews as an entrance requirement, and 
remedial non-credit E ngli sh classes. He asked fo r fo urteen new buildings, 
including a chapel and an infirmary. As the nation's youngest university pres ident 
he had fo und a pl atform for his ideas on educational reform, and he immedi ately 
began lobbying the state government fo r support. Governor Percival Bax ter 
had attended hi s in augurati on and had spoken enthu siastically about the 
university 's potenti al. 16 After two years only some of the changes had occun-ed, 
and the legislature was still recalcitrant with funds. In 1924 , express ing his 
di sappointment in his second annual report, Little wrote: 

When the legislature fost convened the sentiment eemed to be more 
favora ble than ex pected. Nearl y everyone was fr iendl y. To be sure 
the same o ld arguments were occas ionally heard: the statements which 
were based on misin fo rmation, to the effect that instructi on at Maine 
cost more than at Bowdoin , Bates or Colby; the statement that the 
pri vate ly owned and endowed co ll eges were all that the State needs; 
the na·ive and dense suggesti on that the College of Arts and Sciences 
sho ul d be wiped out. This, by the way, is one of the most persistent 
and most idiotic of the unintelligent suggesti ons, which during the 
two sess ions of the legislature that l have been pri vil eged to observe, 
have been liberated fro m the hand of some po litica l Noah tryi ng to 
fin d the dry land of reelecti on. 

Building needs in all State institutions were considered and exp lained 
away under a po licy of " no new construction" and the argume nt that 
lots of the buildings had stood c lose to a hundred years and could go 
on standing. This Solonic dictum might well have been pronounced 
at the beds ide of the "one hoss shay" shortl y before its demise. 17 

He concluded, "Maine lags and drags . In the support of higher education 
her motto "Dirigo" is a joke, likely, unless she awakes, to become pathetic ." 18 
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Meanwhile, Prexy Little was building bridges in o ther parts of the sta te . The 
Mount Desert Island Biological Station19 invited him onto their board of directors. 
The Little family had not summered in Bar Harbor, but many of their friends 
had cottages on the island, and Little was keen to bring hi s three c hildre n, as 
well as summer students, for " flora and fa una" classes. An old fri end of Little's 
mother, George B. Dorr, superintendent of Lafayette N ational Park, offered the 
use of a cabin on the southern end of the Dorr estate, just off the Sc hoodic Head 
Road in Bar H arbor, for an experimental bi ology cl ass .20 The U nderwood 
Company also offered to the university a parcel of land on Tinker 's Is land in 
Blue Hill Bay, which Little hoped to use fo r a summer camp to train executives 
and instructors. 

In the summer of 1924, the first group of graduate students, summe r students, 
and children arrived in Bar H arbor to track carrion beetles and collect seaweed. 
Little's own scie ntific work included the maintenance of hi s mouse breeding 
stocks and a cooperati ve proj ect with Harvard Medical School concerning the 
effects of ultravio let light on chickens. H owever, it was hi s experime nts on the 
inheritance of cancer and vari ous congenital defects in mice that captured the 
attention of hi s best graduate students, Joseph and Willi am Murray a nd Arthur 
C loudman. In the foll owing year's annua l report, Little would write: 

The work has proven an exce llent means of arousing interest in the 
minds of several students who have decided to caiTy their education 
further than might otherwise have been the case. ln spite of vari ous 
assertions and hysteri cal outbursts by the uninfo rmed, vivisection is 
not practi ced at the laboratory. 21 

As the gregarious and outspoken Dr. Little became part of the M o unt Desert 
I land summer community, hi s approach to research and his ideas for educational 
reform took roo t in a group of "summe ring" auto mobile magna tes from 
Michigan. Roscoe B . Jackson, Edsel Ford , Oscar and Richard Webbe r, re lated 
to one another by marriages as well as business interests, were pleased to offer 
fin an c ial suppo rt fo r Littl e's research .22 Roscoe Jac kson was pa rtic ularl y 
interested in seeing that the island benefited as muc h as the Univers ity. He 
wrote to Little: 

I should like to spread among as large a number of individuals at 
Seal [Harbor] as is practi cable, not perhaps so much becau e of the 
matter of the financial ass istance as to get all those poss ible interested 
in your activity. [There should also be] talks to the community of 
popular interest.23 

By the spring of 1925 , Little reali zed that his reforms at the Unive rsity of 
M aine were coming along at a very slow pace. At the same time hi s frie nds and 
supporters from Michigan we re encourag ing him to look towards the ir Ann 

C. C. Little 5 



Arbor campus as a site fo r his genetic research and platfonn for educational 
reform. In his letter of res ignation to Colonel Howard Strickland, Pres ident of 
the U niversity of Maine Board of Trustees, he wrote: 

I wi sh at the outset to state that my action is in no way prompted by 
any unpleasant factors, but by the fact that I have been offered an 
opportunity to try on a very large scale the educational policies which 
the State of Maine has not as yet been willing to adopt. 

He outlined the best points of his tenure at the university, and he encouraged 
new academic fields of study: 

With the recent advances in biology and the far-reac hing researches 
in phys ics and in the nature of matter, the importance of organi zation 
as the chief underlyi_n g fac tor in the function of living organisms, 
inc ludin g man him se lf, is beco min g more and more c lea rl y 
recogni zed . .. .The border of biology and chemistry has yielded 
many hi ghly important di scoveries and there is every reason to 
believe that the interrelation of physics and biology should be an 
even richer fi eld for research.24 

He a lso noted some of the di sappointments, conc luding: 

T might add in clos ing that if my sa lary is continued during the 
summer I plan to use most, if not all , of it towards the ex penses of 
the Uni versity of Maine Biological Station at Mount Desert Island. 
The three years spent at the Uni versity have been the happiest of my 
li fe and will be fo r me a lasting inspiration.25 

At the age of thirty-six , Little was the youngest man ever to become Pres ident 
of the University of Michigan. With continuing private fin anc ial backi ng for 
his sc ientific research, and with what he felt was a mandate for refo rm from 
the Board of Regents, he initiated numerous changes in the management of the 
university. He added Freshman Orientation Week, intramural sports, and a 
dean of women . He brought abo ut the exclusion of cars from the campus, and 
advocated the availability of birth control information. But he made enemies 
with hi s forthright speech and overly confident manner; he had a short fu se 
when dealing with politic ians who couldn't or wouldn ' t see his po int of view, 
and he resented having to compromi se.26 He was outgoing and personable, but 
he fl ew in the face of conservati ve and re lig ious opinion with hi s membership 
in , or affi li ation with , the American Eugenics Society (Little was president), 
the American Social Hyg iene Association, Michigan Council For World Peace, 
World League for Sexua l Reform, the M althusian League for Human Welfare 
through Birth Control , the League of Nations Non-Partisan Association (he 
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was chairman), and the Negro Caucasian Club, to name only a few. None of 
this was helped by the disintegration of hi s man-i age and a rather acrimonious 
and public divorce settlement.27 

In 1928, in response to a letter from Little, Thomas Hunt Morgan, author of 
The Mechanism of Mendelian Heredity, recipient of the Nobel Prize, and the 
geneticist/embryologist who most influenced the earliest work in genetics, 
wrote: 

I need not te ll you that it will be good news if you should ever 
decide to give all your time to geneti cs and experimental zoo logy. I 
have marveled that you have been ab le to keep up an active interest 
in these subjects and carry on the horrible duties of a Pres ident. . . . I 
should think a man would need the musc les of an ox, the skin of a 
rhinocerus [sic], and the brains of a Bismark [sic] to keep alive­
not to speak of being happy. I hope therefore some day you may 
become di sgusted and return to the great art of animal husbandry 
and gardening. 28 

After only three years as president, Michigan students were devastated by 
the annou ncement of Little's res ignati on in 1928, especially hi s graduate 
students in biology-Leonel! C. Strong, John Bittner, Charles Green, and 
Eli zabeth Fekete. At a sold-out testimon ial dinner in the Michigan Union, 
Little c losed his formal remarks on a personal note: 

May I leave you with a few personal comments, precept by which 
I try to live? I prefer the strong, tumultuous thunder of mountain 
cataracts to the placid beauty of quiet lakes. I prefer the rush and 
push of strong winds to the dreamy indolent warmth of a lazy 
summer's day. I prefer the stir and exc itement of intellectual ferment 
to the uncritical acceptance of things as they are. I prefer the vigorous 
cha ll enge of new probl e ms, in new fi e lds of knowl edge and 
endeavor, to the acceptance of stale routine and of deadl y custom.29 

During his tenure at Michigan, Little had collected hi s thoughts and opin ions 
about higher education into a volume titled The Awakening College. It was an 
appropriate valedictory, challenging many aspects of contemporary college 
life, including " the shallow group psychology" of fraternit ies, the interference 
of politics in academic polici es, "pseudo-profess ion al" fie lds of s tudy, 
misplaced military and patriotic organizations such as R.O.T.C. and the D.A.R., 
conference rather than intramural athletics, the lack of inte rest in continuing 
alumni education, and the lack ofrecognition of the needs of women students.30 

It included an elegant statement of his educational principles: 
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Everyone young or old has the right to search for truth and to state it, 
or live it, as he sees it. This is a recognition and admiss ion of the 
divine origin and consequent dignity of the individual. It attempts, 
by showing to that individual friendship and human interest, to li ght 
up hi s life with a spirit of adventure and humility, with courage in 
the face of adversity, with faith in , instead of fear of, the unknown, 
and with natural and self-perpetuating love of hi s fellow man. This 
principle is the keynote of the awakening college. It is capable of 
broad extension and application to fields of human endeavor outside 
of education.31 

Time of Decision 

By the time Clarence "Pete" "Prexy" Cook Little submitted hi s resignation 
to the Michigan Board of Regents, he had received reassurances and financial 
commitments to build his laboratory on Mount Desert Island from the same 
"summer people" who were initially attracted to the plan in 1924, and who had 
continued to financially support his independent cancer research at the Michigan 
Laboratory for Mammalian Genetics. In January 1929, Roscoe Jackson wrote: 

It was with great regret that I read of the situation at Ann Arbor. It 
seems all wrong to me. The University needed such a man as yourself 
to get them out of the ruts, and it was at the same time a great 
opportunity for you. 

I hope that the report is not true that you intend to leave admini strative 
work. Thi s, in sp ite of yo ur natural leaning toward individua l 
sc ientific investi gati on. For I be lieve you have executive ability and 
educational institutions are in great need of thi s sort of talent. 

I want to talk over with you the Cancer Research matter at the next 
opportunity. 32 

On February 1, Jackson and Little di scussed the idea for a new, independent 
laboratory. Little was to work up a budget. Little, still a trustee of the Mount 
Desert Island Biological Laboratory, wrote to the director, Dr. H . C. Bumpus, 
implying that perhaps an eventual union of the two laboratories would be in 
the best interests of all those involved: 

What would be your reaction to an effort on my part to obtain from 
them sufficient funds to build a small laboratory building near the 
Morre ll Park Station on Mount Desert Island in which to carry on 
thi s work for at least a five-year period . It would be my plan to live 
there myself all year around and to have with me a group of six or 
seven full-time workers. The personnel is, I beli eve, available and I 
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think that I might be able to obtain the funds. J do not know that they 
would care to make it a definite part of the Mount Desert laboratory 
until it was establi shed and until the two units had worked together. 
On the other hand , they might be willing to do so .. . .The plan 
appeals to me strongly and I hope that it may also to you.33 

A week later Little submitted a proposal to Jackson which included a tentati ve 
budget, a financing pl an, and a rough draft of a building. He added, "One or 
two tentati ve prospects involving teaching or literary work have turned up but 
none of them yet appeal to me so much as the prospect we discussed. " 34 

Jackson replied: 

. .. The proposal was a fine one for you to make, but you yourself should 
go slow in tying up your endeavors for the next five years . . . .I wouldn ' t 
think thi s decision would be of such moment if you were the usual 
type of scientist. However, because of your obvious fitness for the 
leadership of large groups, I believe that seri ous consideration should 
be given the problem before a choice of the two paths is made by you . 
. . . For my own pa11, I can' t help but feel very reluctant to have you 
sew yourself up on an isolated scientific adventure, although of course 
I can imagine possible happenings in this sc ientific undertak ing 
offering compensation of far greater val ue to humanity at large than 
would be obtained by choosing the other line ... . Under the assumption 
that Mr. Ford, Mr. Webber and I are willing to go along, it seems to 
me, in the last analysis, the selecti on is one only you can make, after 
canvassing every future possibility. 35 

Arrangements with George Dorr concerning the transfer of 13 acres on the 
east side of Otter Creek Road were well in hand, with Little agreeing to name 
the new facility after Dorr's father. But in March, the death of Roscoe Jackson 
threw the plans into a spin . Little wrote to Do1r 

It seems to be typicall y unselfi sh and fine of you to intimate that 
your previous suggesti on concerning the land as a memo ri al fo r your 
father be di regarded if des irable. I si ncere ly hope, however, that it 
may be possible to retain this, to me most welcome and appropriate 
relati onship, while at the same time devising a pl an by which Mr. 
Jac kson can rece ive proper recognition.36 

By April 5, Little could write to fri ends and colleagues: 

I have had a very sati sfactory conference w ith Mr. Edsel Ford and 
Mr. Richard Webber, who have assured me that Mrs. Jackson desires 
to do her part in carrying on the project of a small all the year around 
laboratory at Bar Harbor.37 
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Writing again to George Dorr: 

It is difficult for me to tell you with what pleasure l am looking forward 
to the work at Mount Desert; not the least item will be the greater 
opportunity to see you. If you had heard the appreciation of Mr. Ford 
and Mr. Webber for your offer concerning a site for the laboratory 
you would have reali zed, to some degree at least, the high regard 
which they have for you and the appreciati on of your ex treme ly 
generous attitude in the matter.38 

To cement the goodwill of the Jackson, Webber, and Ford families, the new 
laboratory appropri ately would be named in memory of Roscoe Jackson. 

Within a month, on May 4, 1929, a corporation was established in the State of 
Maine with the name The Roscoe B. Jackson Memori al Laboratory. Officers of 
the corporati on were George B. Dorr, Willi am McC. Sawyer, William S. Murray, 
J. Lovell Little, David 0 . Rodick, C larence C. Little, and Luere B. Deasy, with 
C. C. Little, Murray, and Rodick as directors.39 As soon as possible, Litt le added 
to the board both the pas t and current pres idents of the University of Maine, 
Colonel F. H. Strickland and Dr. H. S. Boardman, as well as three Boston friends, 
Harry E. Sutton, Jo F. Gerrity, and Theodore W. Monroe. Lovell Little, C. C.'s 
brother, drew up the architectu ra l plans, and by June there was a budget of 
$59,972.00. With some penciled-in additions it came to $61,889.55 , not inc luding 
a healthy $3,686.24 commission fo r the architect.40 The fin al land deed transfer 
was s igned in July, fo r the price of one dollar to Mr. Dorr,4 1 and the building was 
to be f ini shed by September 15, 1929. 

The University of Michigan was still pay ing the salaries and some of the 
ex penses of Little's Michi gan Laboratory of Mammali an Genetics. Research 
ass istants C . V. Green, J. J. Bi ttner, and A. M. Cloudman, who would later jo in 
the laboratory in Bar Harbor, continued the ir research and graduate degree 
programs in Ann Arbor. Little's res ignation became effective in September 1929. 
At the same time he assumed the directorship of the newly fo rmed American 
Society fo r the Control of Cancer, later to become the American Cancer Society. 

The Roscoe B. Jackson Memorial Laboratory 

By the summer of 1930 the first "Meeting of Workers" took place at the Roscoe 
B . Jackson Memorial Laboratory. Among other things, the minutes record : 

Present: Director Little, Drs. W. S. Murray, J. M. Murray, Stro ng, 
Bittner, Green, Mr. Cloudman, Miss Fekete, Miss Carter, and Miss 
Russe ll. 
Experiments: We shou Id adopt system of tel Ii ng one another everything 
we are trying to do. 
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Dr. Little will be glad to hear any complaints . . . . It was suggested 
that each should take hi s or her turn as guide for visitors at four 
o'clock ... .Treat children who come to visit courteously. 42 

Mouse hygiene was a priority from the very start, and from the second meeting 
onward the "mouse boys," the men who fed the mice and cleaned the cages, 
attended the weekly meetings.43 The bulletin board was an important source of 
general information , and the bud of a library was a weekly discussion point. 
Mary E. Russel I was a thorough secretary, and Dorothy Carter worked tirelessly 
to find journal s and reference works for the scienti sts and began to post on the 
bulletin board any references to rat or mouse genetics she fo und in current 
scientifi c literature.44 In Septe mber the first monetary donation was received 
from Mrs. James Murphy. She had asked to see the laboratory o uts ide the 
normal hours and, in appreciation, gave $1200 in memory of her brother, Morris 
Hunt S later.45 Next week the minutes of the Meeting of Workers recorded, "It 
was decided that from now on visitors may be admitted anytime during the 
day." 46 In October, "It was suggested that it would be a good idea to keep the 
building locked ."47 By November the minutes included research issues-"Dr. 
J. M. Murray asked that anyone hav ing surplus fat mice of any color give 
them to him and Miss Fekete. He told of some interesting findin gs they made 
in the fat yellow mice." 48-and concerns about living fac ilities fo r the staff. A 
letter from John D . Rockefeller, Jr. read: 

Mr. Olmsted has spoken to me of the desire of the Laboratory to 
obtain a porti on of a certain piece of land which l own, across the 
highway fro m its main building, to make possible erecti on of several 
res idences fo r laboratory worker . When you have dec ided just how 
much land yo u wo uld like, I sha ll be g lad to g ive the matter 
consideration.49 

Frede rick Law Olmsted, an old Brookline friend and ne ighbor of the Little 
family, successfully negotiated the agreement with Mr. Rockefeller and gave 
thoughtful advice on potential landscape problems. He also thanked Little fo r 
hi s many worthwhile sugges ti ons regarding the newly des ignated Acadia 
National Park .50 Thi s same year Little marri ed his longtime friend, Beatrice 
Johnson. 

Nineteen-thirty-two was a year of mixed emotional and financial concerns; 
funds were slow ly drying up. Ri chard Webber, who had met hi s commitments 
to the fl edgling laboratory after the stock market crash , wrote tha t he was 
discontinuing hi s support in June, but the staff refu ed to give up.51 Salaries 
were cut to the bone, families moved in together to sha re ex penses, vegetable 
gardens sprouted, fi shing becam e a second job, and Arthur Cloudrnan suggested 
selling some of the excess mice to other research laboratories and medical 
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school s. 52 Dr. Elizabeth Russell would later say, " The Jackson Laboratory 
was a happy place in those early years despite the financial wo1Ties. Prexy 's 
charisma held them together." 53 

The laboratory received intellectual encouragement from several sources, 
including the Briti sh Medical Research Council :" . .. the new method or new 
clue that has helped to destroy a disease has again and again emerged from 
studying something outside that parti cul ar di sease." 54 In replying to George 
Dike, who had sent the Briti sh clipping, Little wrote: 

l have been much interested in getting an ex treme ly favora ble 
reacti on on the work here from Dr. J. B. S. Ha ldane who as you 
know is one of the most brilli ant men in England and is outstanding 
in the fie ld o f genetics. Hi s genera l sentiment co incided with that 
ex pressed [by Sir Fletcher] and hi s reactio n to the work here most 
favora ble .... On the whole it seems a slightl y grim paradox that 
in direct proportion with the inc reas ing sc ientific value of the work 
and its recogni tio n by contem porary sc ie nti sts of di stinc ti o n, 
support of it has dimini shed. 

Though government grants were not commonplace at this time, Little sent 
a proposal to the Surgeon General of the United States, Dr. H . S. Cumming. 
He described in detail the history, assets, staff, and functions of the laboratory, 
including the most important point, the inbred strains of mice and their 
significance to medica l research.55 The argument was well made. Cumming 
immedi ate ly te legraphed the reques ted funds.56 

Later in the year, Science publi shed a paper by the Jackson Laboratory 
staff.57 Little had insisted that the enti re staff take credit fo r the work, his 
work, a landmark piece of research that showed the ex istence of a non­
inherited fac tor influenc ing mammary tumors in mice. Two years later, 
E li zabeth Fekete was the first scienti st to successfull y transplant fertili zed 
eggs into the uterus of a non-pregnant mouse. The laboratory's research was 
s ig nifi ca nt a nd recog ni zably re le vant to th e sc ie ntifi c and medi ca l 
communities. 

By 1937, the laboratory was back on its feet. E li zabeth (Tibby) and Bill 
Ru sse ll , George Snell , and George Woolley had joined the staff. A formal 
summer student program was in place, and visiting scienti sts regularly arrived 
to coll aborate and lecture. Funds were limited and economy was always a 
by-word, but with government funding programs now avail able (Congress 
had just passed the fi rst National Cancer Institute Act), with competitive grants 
from private fo undations, and Little 's dogged proselyti zing, the hardest times 
were past. There was money fo r a second research building. 
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In conjunction with a national publjcity drive by the American Cancer Society 
to educate women about breast cancer, Little wrote Civilization Against Cancer.58 

He framed the book as a military campaign, defi ning the enemy, o rgani zing 
the army, rev iewing the munjtions, and developing battle plans. Hi s army at 
first consisted of the General Federation of Women 's Clubs of America, and 
later a subgroup of the organization, The Women's Field Army Against Cancer. 
He recogni zed that some might object to the military analogies, but felt that 
the campaign should reflect determined activity. He wrote: 

The constant and unavoidable reference to intelligence as a factor of prime 
impo1tance in the control of cancer is a fact which deserves fu1ther 
emphasis. Under the extremely mtificial environment of civili zation many 
of the most effective destroyers of man eliminate the strong and preserve 
the weak .... War is an excellent example . ... The elements vital in 
winning the tight against cancer are very marked exceptions .... The 
ignorant, the timid and the superstitious are those who suffer most and 
yield the larger propo1t ion of advanced cases and death . The alert, 
courageous and intelligent are those who will seek for the essenti al 
information which prov ides the key which opens the door to safety.59 

The book's introduction also provided some insight into Little's commitment 
to the di sease: " The loving memory of my own fa the r who was affl icted with 
the di sease, has been a very persona l source of motivation." 60 

The 1940s saw several additions to the laborato ry campus as we ll as the 
Behavi or Laboratory set up to tudy animal behav ior in the o ld Hami I ton Horse 
Fann in Sali sbury Cove. Littl e a lway maintained hi s ow n dogs fo r both 
breeding and genetic studies, but the new faci lity would house dogs, rabbits, 
and goats spec ificall y for psychological training and behavior mod ification 
research. The landmark research, which today is still regarded as the standard 
work on dog behav ior, was fo r over twenty year generously funded by the 
Rockefeller Foundation .61 

The devastating fire in October 1947, that destroyed much of Bar Harbor, 
caused destruction at the laboratory at a time when its mice were be ing used all 
over the world and were in great demand for the study of tropical di seases.62 

Not only were all the research records destroyed, but the very tool s of research, 
the generations of carefully selected and inbred mice, were also gone. Despite 
what must have at fir t seemed a morta l blow, Little wrote a lengthy letter to 
hi s friends in England, Peter and Lib Gorer: 

After the first stab of pain when 1 saw the Lab earl y on the 24th the 
good wishes and sympathy whi ch came pouring in must have done 
something to me spirituall y that seems to be lasting. There has been 
not one moment of unhappiness or even of regret- which sound s 
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stupid in a way-but which has turned the whole thing fro m defeat 
to opportunity and challenge.63 

An em ergency committee was formed by D r. James Row land Angell , 
President E meritus of Yale, and an old fri end of Little's fro m Harvard days. In 
a letter to the editor of The New York Times, Angell declared: 

Jackson Laboratory has never been endowed. It has never made a 
public appeal fo r funds; and it is only in this extreme emergency 
that it is forced now to ask for help. A mjlJion and a half dollars are 
necessary to rebuild what has been destroyed, and to maintain it fo r 
the next fi ve years .. . . We hope earnestl y that you wiLI give Jackson 
Laboratory your editori al support. . .. 64 

It had been Angell who, the day afte r the fire, called hi s fri end and sa id, 
"Co me off it, Pete . Don' t le t it get you. Thi s is a cha llenge ... and you' re about 
to experience something great-an adventure in fa ith! " 65 

In a report made public in M ay of 1948, Little revealed the ex tent of public 
and private support that he lped to rebuild the fac ility. F inancial a id came fro m 
the A me rican Ca ncer Soc ie ty, the D amo n Runyon Cancer F und , L adi es 
Auxiliary of Veterans of Foreign Wars, the National Cancer Institute, the Jackson 
and Webber fa milies, local divisions of the American Cancer Society, the 
Rockefeller Foundati on, and many, many ordinary c iti zens. Not only did thirty 
research laboratories fro m around the world respond with stocks of replacement 
mice, bu t there was a commitment fro m the National Cancer Institute and the 
National Research Council that the Jackson Laborato ry was vita l to the we ll­
being of sc ientific research in the United States and Canada.66 

Additio nal acres were donated by John D . Rockefe lle r, Jr. at the rededicatio n 
cerem onies in 1950, and the Garden C lub of Mount Desert Is land used its 
revenue fro m garden tours fo r grading and planting shrubs around the new 
buildings .67 A grateful C. C. Little spoke fo r the entire staff when he said, "We 
have been and are, deeply appreciati ve to the attitude of the local community 
and the country at large." 68 

By the time of the fire the laboratory and its employees were an integral part 
of Mo unt Desert Island, and though the landscape and the popul ation were 
altered in many ways, the indomitable spirit of C. C. Little never fa lte red . His 
logic fo r rebuilding had been as sound as hi s enthus iasm. S peaking at the 
Natio nal Cancer Institute, he sa id : 

The program of the laboratory must be located where work can be 
carri ed on all the year around without interruption .... Out of door 
recreation both fo r young and old is a continu ing part of daily life 
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[here]. ... There is no pressure to maintain a social or economic 
standard .... relaxation and freedom from complexi ties in daily Living 
conditions is a tremendous facto r in freeing the mind for concentration 
on the major objecti ve, namely research. 

Characteri zing the general staff, he added: 

They possess a mi xture of independence and loyalty which is known 
to characteri ze nati ves of that part of the United States and which in 
intangible but very real ways pays di vidend not to be deri ved fro m 
people who consider the ir work mere ly a job .... 

But hi s main argument remained: 

There were also very real factors of a spiritual nature to be considered ; 
namely, the association in the minds of sc ienti sts and others between 
Jackson Laboratory and its present location, the effect on mora le of 
retreating under pressure from a pos ition taken years ago fo r reasons 
which stil I seemed good, and above al I, the success of the soc iologica l 
experime nt of deve loping a co lony of pe rsons pl edged to the 
accompli shment of a sing le objecti ve with a common interest free 
from entanglement with the large, annoying and harassing problems 
of congested materi ali sm. For these reasons the res ident trustees 
[scienti sts], supported by oral and written opini ons of a majority of 
the Board, and by the unso lic ited reactions of a number of outstanding 
scienti sts and lay men, voted unanimously to develop the laboratory 
in Bar Harbor. 69 

Could the laboratory have re located c loser to a uni versity, nearer to a 
transportation hub, or in a more temperate climate? While some may still pine 
fo r a littl e more c ivili zati on and a longer grow ing season, The Jackson 
Laboratory's reputation today suggests he was right. 

For eight years after the fire until he retired at the age of 68, Little trave led 
across th e co untry spea kin g to women 's c lubs, se rvice orga ni za ti ons, 
legislatures, medical symposia, and international confe rences about the scourge 
of cancer and the scientific tools (inbred strains of mice) fo r research. He wrote 
fo r popular magazines, inspirational pamphlets, and sc ientific journa ls with 
the same enthusias m he had fo r Jiving.70 

Visionary and Opportunist 

There is no doubt that C. C. Little was a man of fo rceful intellect with many 
interests, not the least of which was hi s commitment to reforming the traditions 
of education in the United States. Hi s research was the work of a tra ined and 
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foc used mind , in o ther word s, a c urios ity tempe red with disc ipline . He 
recognized the immense value of inbred strains of mice for research into human 
diseases, and he provided an environment that encouraged other scienti sts to 
foc us on pioneering work. 

But perhaps some of Little 's views on eugenics, the betterment of the race 
through active socia l policies, today seem to conflict with hi s adherence to 
democratic principles and universal respect fo r all men and women. He wrote, 
"Humani ty and people are the solution of any nati on's problems. The quali ty of 
people dete rmines the outcome." 7 1 Should we wo nder about which human 
qualities Little admired? When he wrote The Social Significance of Cancer in 
1937 , Little implied that non-communicable di sease had a socia l dimension, 
and that perhaps intelligence and personal characte r influenced the onset of 
cancer. He wrote, "As a fac tor in psychology, therefore, the threat of cancer has 
under certa in circumstances, a positive selectio n va lue not to be ignored at a 
time when almost all other socia l influences are operating to the di scouragement 
of individual respo nsibility and initi ati ve ... 72 In hindsight we can wonder why 
he refu sed to see the direct connection between c igarette smoking and cancer. 73 

Little advocated euthanasia and he criti c ized organi zed re ligion, ye t he fe lt 
that faith was an integra l part of life. 74 Though he remained active in the Epi scopal 
Church,75 he could write , " The primitive and spi ritu a l immaturity of the 
e moti o nali sm which gave birth to , and has fos te red o ur present re lig io us 
behav ior, is da ily becoming mo re c lear." 76 And despite the vari ous tri a ls and 
contradicti ons of hi s personal li fe, he neverthe less enjoyed lasting fri endships 
with a ll strata of society, and he knew the names of a ll the laboratory employees 
and the ir fa mily members.77 

In the 45th Anniversary Annua l of Harvard Alumni , Clarence Cook Little, 
Class of 19 10, wrote : 

The opportunity to have had a part in its [TJL] birth and by fa ith and 
support of fri ends, to have seen it pass from in fa ncy and childhood to 
full service has been a very wonderful experi ence. For this, many of 
you, my classmates, have given understanding and support. If you 
rea li ze the good that you have accomplished in helping to establish 
fo r all time the appreciation and availability of standardized animal 
materi al for medical research you will realize that the laboratory motto 
" Yeritatem Quaero" is a confess ion of our continuing fa ith in and 
love fo r the greater "Yeritas" which we have tried to honor. 78 

The titles and accolades c ited by Mrs. Thorndike, as she introduced C larence 
Little in 1965, described the consequences of a successful and rewarding li fe, 
but they a lso described the persona l achievements of a man fo r who m there 

l 6 C. C. Little 



would be only one truly great legacy-The Jackson Laboratory. At the end of 
his speech to the Bar Harbor audience he said: 

God has given me a chance to do an awfu l lot of progress on the trail 
towards truth. [It is] a profound reality that I have been a p1ivileged 
person, and from the support of friends I know I have a debt that I 
can ' t repay .... The Jackson Laboratory is now an essential pa rt of 
medical progress and research. There isn' t anythjng better than thi s 
in the world .79 

Martha Harm.on has been Archivist at the Staats Library of The Jackson 
Laboratory for over four years. She holds a 1nasters degree in archives 
administration. She previously worked at the Smithsonian Institution and the 
Sewall-Belmont House in Washington, D. C. This is her first histo1~y-based paper. 

Notes 

Two main sources provided the documentation for thi s paper: the Clarence Cook Litt le 
Collec tion in the Specia l Collec tions of the Fogler Library at the Univers ity of Maine (UMO) , 
and Papers of C lare nce Cook Little ( 1888- 1972) in The Jackson Laboratory Arch ives (TJLA). 
The finding aid prepared by Mary Arnheim for the Clarence Cook Litt le Papers in the Bentley 
Library at the University of Michigan was a lso useful , and correspondence with Robert Little, 
Dr. Little 's son, he lped to clari fy certain po in ts. 
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21 Little, University of Ma ine Annual Reporr , ( 1925-26), 28 (U MO). 
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25 Ibid. 
26 The Michigan Alumnus, 35, no. 16, 26 Janu ary 1929 (UMO). 
27 Unidentified newspaper artic le (U MO). 
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